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EDITORIAL 


Watch It!! 


We are informed that at the coming meeting 
of the Joint Committees on Cooperation and Union, 
to be held in Cincinnati, a supposedly realistic ap- 
proach to the question of organic union with 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church is to be suggested. 


This suggestion, coming from an advocate of 
union, is based on the conviction that at the present 
time there are not a sufficient number of Presby- 
teries in our church which will vote for union, 
and that an attempt to force this issue will work 
great harm to the church. 


Here is the proposal: That rather than push for 
organic union—‘marriage’—at this time, that we 
set out on an intensified program of “cooperation” 
in the fields now administered by the various agen- 
cies of our church. 


In many of our endeavors we are already 
co-operating with the U.S.A. church and we see 
no reason to stop such co-operation. But, when 
“co-operation” is to be multiplied in our agencies 
for the avowed purpose of eventually presenting 
to the church a fiat accompli, the plan does not 
commend itself as being worthy of serious con- 
sideration. 


Not only does it presage confusion and conflict 
in the administration of existing work; it also ap- 
pears to be an oblique method of accomplishing 
something by means which cannot be attained 
legally at this time. It is indirect to say the least. 

—H.B.D. 


Certainty 


One of the most precious possessions of the 
instructed Christian is that of the certainty of his 
eternal security. This is a possession accorded to 
all who believe and act on the promises of God’s 


Word and it is something which should always 
set the Christian completely apart from others in 
the world. making him a person so distinct from 
the rest of humanity that this in itself is a witness 
to the saving and sustaining power of Jesus Christ. 


Uncertainty is one of the characteristics of the 
time in which we live. The combined effect of 
social, economic, ideological and political unrest is 
to produce a grave sense of insecurity, even appre- 
hension as to what the future may hold. Those who 
are older may not feel undue concern for them- 
selves but they are honestly worried about the 
world in which their children will have to live. 


Under these conditions pedple are earnestly 
looking for something which will bring them 
security ; a certainty with reference to their immedi- 
ate needs and problems and which carries over 
into the life beyond. 


Jesus Christ answers completely every problem, 
but, He is the answer only for those who recognize 
Him as God and accept Him as Saviour, with all 
that that implies. Never has the Church of 
Jesus Christ found itself in a world more in 
distress than now. Science has made the world 
a small place, both for travel and communications, 
but science has not thereby brought security or 
peace, rather the opposite. Our Lord’s words fore- 
telling the day when, “Men’s hearts failing them 
for fear and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth,’ are now being literally 
fulfilled, although there may be a yet more com- 
plete fulfilment in the distant future. 


THE MAN ON THE STREET IS SCARED’ TO 
DEATH. IT IS HIGH TIME THAT THE CHURCH 
RECOGNIZES ‘THIS FACT AND TAKES ADVANT- 
AGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THE 
CERTAINTIES AND THE SECURITY OFFERED IN 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. 


We have emphasized the above paragraph be- 
cause with all our heart we believe the Church has 
an opportunity unparalleled in its history, an op- 
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portunity to show the world that right now men 
may have peace and security. That is one of the 
glories of the Christian religion, that these precious 
privileges are in no way dependent on outward 
circumstances. One may have absolute peace in the 
midst of strife. One may have security while living 
in physical want. 


Most of the talk about peace in the world is 
spurious, because the peace men want is the absence 
of war or the fear of war; whereas the peace they, 
need is the peace of God which comes into the 
heart after man has made peace with God. 


Security from want is a pleasant prospect and 
politicians and economists talk much about it. 
But it is Jesus Christ who promises every material 
necessity to those who put Him and His Kingdom 
first. The philosophy of the world is naturally 
the very antithesis of the spiritual perceptions of- 
fered in the Bible. The philosophy of the world 
is unregenerate while that revealed by the Holy 
Spirit puts material things in their proper per- 
spective. 


How imperative it is therefore that the Church 
and individual Christians give a daily testimony 
to the saving and keeping grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a supernaturally imparted assurance of 
certainty and security which rises above immediate 
circumstances and goes beyond all possibilities of 
worldly disaster. 


It is given to men who have this certainty in 
their hearts to bear a witness of eternal import in 
such a time as this. Paul had a message and a 
mission and he knew that he was immortal until 
his work was done. Standing on a storm-tossed 
ship, destined for almost immediate dashing on a 
forbidding shore, he brought comfort to his terri- 
fied shipmates when he said, “Wherefore, sirs, be 
of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be 
even as it was told me.” Paul recognized the hand 
of a sovereign God and he believed His word. He 
saw beyond the shipwreck. 


To those of us who bear the name Christian; 
to the Church of Jesus Christ; there is given in 
this hour both the glorious privilege and duty of 
preaching about the sovereign God of the universe, 
His eternal Son, the only hope of lost sinners, 
and the comforting truth that His Spirit has come 
into this world for the express purpose of witness- 
ing in our hearts to draw us to Him, in Whom 
alone there is real Peace, Securtry AND Ckrr- 
TAINTY - - - -Now and Forever. 

—L.N.B. 


A CALL TO 
EVANGELISM 


Every Church 
Participating 


Every Christian 
Wit pies i 


IN THE 


SPECIAL 
EVANGELISTIC SEASON 


March 23 - April 13 
1952 


Vital Christianity 


Vital Christianity has power because it goes for- 
ward trusting in the leadership and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 


It is personal because it goes to the root of our 
greatest need, sin in the human heart, and presents 
the One who came to redeem us. 


It recognizes the vital part which prayer has in 
our personal lives and in the life of the Church; 
not the empty motions of a liturgical rote, nor the 
glib reciting of a morning and evening formula, 
but a daily living experience in worship, praise, 
thanksgiving and supplication, a prayer life which 
changes things by divine intervention. 


It is world-wide in its vision because it brings men 
face to face with the truth that as we are recipients 
of God’s grace and mercy so we are obligated to 
make Him known to others. 


It is satisfying because it answers those eternal 
questions which are only answered in God’s Word, 
and because in Christ there is the satisfaction which 
comes alone through the reconciliation which He 
has made for us. 
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It is current because God is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. In a vital Christian faith is 
found the solution for our personal needs and 
problems today as well as the needs and problems 
of the sin-sick world in which we live. 


It is Bible-centered because here we have the 
facts on which Christianity is based, the doctrines 
which explain its meaning and the dynamic to apply 
this faith to personal living and social responsi- 
bility. Here there is recognition of the Bible as 


the Sword of Spirit, the only offensive weapon in 
God’s armour for Christian warfare. 


Yes, vital Christianity is something which is 
living. Others will see it in our lives, they will hear 


it in our sermons, they will sense it in our insti- 
tutions. Christ did not come to reform mankind; 


rather He came to redeem us, to make us new 


creatures, men and women to whom has been 
imparted something of His divine nature. 


There are individuals and churches which are 


doctrinally sound and yet apparently moribund. 
There are others who have a form of godliness 
but who deny the power thereof. But where the 
Holy Spirit is honored and His blessed guidance 
and help sought there is life, that is vital Chris- 
tianity. —L.N.B. 


God’s Answer 
To Sin 


“Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures.” 


God’s answer to sin is Jesus Christ, Who was 
delivered up for our offenses and raised for our 
justification. 

Under the preaching of John the baptizer men’s 
consciences were aroused. They cried out for for- 
giveness and came to his baptism for repentance. 
Then pointing to Jesus, the wilderness Voice cried, 
“Behold Him, the Lamb of God, Who by being 
baptised with and for sinners has taken on Him- 
self the sins of the world.” 


Seeing the faith of those who brought to Him 
a paralytic a man whose outrageous sins had ruined 
his health and made him a bed-ridden invalid, the 
Lord Jesus said: “Son be of good cheer, thy sins 
be forgiven thee.”’ And then the Saviour sealed the 


act of pardon with the word of power: “Arise, 
take up thy bed and walk.” 


To a woman of the city, known as a notorious 

sinner, the Saviour of the world said: “Thy sins 

are forgiven. Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 


peace. 


Of a Publican who beat upon his breast crying, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner,” Jesus said, “This 


a 


man went home justified.” To a dying thief who 
confessed that he was so wicked he deserved capital 
punishment, who threw himself in naked faith 
upon the dying Saviour, Jesus answered: “Today, 
thou thalt be with me in Paradise.” 


From the Old Testament Paul reminds us of 
one Abraham, formerly a worshipper of the Moon 
God, who believed the Word of the living LORD 
and his faith was reckoned unto him for righteous- 
ness. And of David the adulterer and murderer 
who testified, 


“Blessed are they whose iniquities are for- 
given And whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.” 


How is it that God forgives sins? Perhaps 
Romans 3: 22-25 answers the question as con- 
veniently as any passage. “Being justified freely 
by His grace.” Yes, as Calvin well said, “The 
mercy of God is the logic of our religion.” He has 
not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities. For as high as the 
heaven is above the earth, so great is His mercy 
toward them that fear Him. The LORD is graci- 
ous and merciful, forgiving iniquity and trans 
gression and sin, 


Moreover, God is a just God at the same time 
that He is a Saviour. His grace is “through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God set 
forth as a propitiation in His blood.” The mercy 
of God and the merit of Christ unite in the one 
plan of salvation, James Denney puts it thus, 
“Tt is a merit of Anselm that he treats the forgive- 
ness of sins as the result of Christ’s redemptive 
work. . . As far as sinners are concerned, God's 
grace and Christ’s work are for him the same 
thing.” We are reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son, for God made Him Who knew no sin 
to be sin for us that we who had no righteousness 
of our own might become the righteousness of God 
in Him, 


Furthermore, this blessed forgiveness which cost 
our Lord such agony and death is ours when faith 
receives it. The Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation through faith and for faith. It is unto all 
them that believe. In this way, only in this way, 
is God vindicated both as just and as the justifier 
of him that believeth in Jesus. 


As we receive God’s answer, we begin to fe- 
flect His glory: the riches of His grace in for- 
giving others: the marvel of His justice in dealing 
righteously: the might of His power in the faith 
that gives Him all the glory of saving sinners. For 
the LORD hath shown thee what is good and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to love mercy, 
and to do justly, and to walk humbly with thy God. 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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Expediency Or The 
Word Of 


There has just come to our study through the 
mail, a copy of the Union Theological Seminary 
Bulletin which tells of a meeting held in the St. 
Andrews church in Wilmington, N. C., January 
27, 1952, in the interest of the Mid-Century De- 


velopment Program of Union Seminary. 


In this bulletin, there are two paragraphs that 
arrested our attention: 


“From the audience the question came to panel 
moderator, Edward D. Grant, ‘whether or not 
to have women on the session and the board of 
deacons.’ Dr. McCain answered, ‘I would go all 
out in favor of having women as elders and deacons 
and as participants in all the work of the church. 
I think they have just as much wisdom, and on the 
average more consecration, than those of us who 
wear pants.’ ”’ 


We most heartily agree with our distinguished 
moderator in the latter sentence. We yield to no 
one in our admiration of the wonderful work our 
good women are doing in our church, and they are 
doing it outside of the session and the board of 
deacons. 


However, we must take issue with our moderator, 
in the first part of this statement, for it is founded 
on expediency and is contrary to the Word of God. 


The Presbyterian Church claims to look to the 


Word of God for its doctrine and for its govern- 
ment: 
“The Old Testament in Hebrew .... and the 
New Testament in Greek .... Being immediately 
inspired of God, and by His singular care and 
providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical; so as in all controversies of religion, 
the Church is finally to appeal unto them.” 
The Confession of Faith 
I, viii. 
“The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies 
of religion are to be determined, and all decrees 
of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines 
of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, 
and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no 


other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scrip- 


tures.” 


The Confession 


X. 


What do the Scriptures say? In the New Testa- 
ment, the word bishop and elder are used inter- 
changably, that is, they refer to the same office. 
In I Timothy 3: 2-4, we read, “A bishop then must 
be blameless, the husband of one wife . . . One 
that ruleth well in his own house, having his chil- 
dren in subjection with all gravity.” 


In accordance with the Scriptures, our Book 
of Church Order says, “Ruling elders, the im- 
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mediate representatives of the people, are chosen by 
them .... Those who fill this office ought to be 
blameless in life and sound in the faith: They 
should be men of wisdom and discretion; and by 
the holiness of their walk and conversation should 
be examples to the flock.” 
Book of Church Order 
X, xliii, xlii., 

No matter how expedient it may seem to be, 
there is no provision in the Word of God or in 
our standards for women to be ruling elders in 
the Presbyterian Church. Dr, T. C. Johnson, pro- 
fessor of church history in Union Theological Semi- 
nary (Richmond) 50 years ago, taught us this: 
“You can’t improve on God’s plan in the manage- 
ment of the church.” 


In regard to the deacons, the Word of God says: 
“Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well.” I 


Timothy 3:12. 


Our Book of Church Order says in Chapter XI, 
Par. 46, “To the office of Deacon, which is 
spiritual in nature, should be chosen MEN of 
spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly spirit, warm sympathies, and sound judge- 
ment.” 


So we find that the Scriptures teach that the 
elders, both ruling and teaching elders or preachers, 
are chosen by the people and ordained to their 
work. The presbytery ordains the ministers and 
the elders, and deacons when a new church is 
organized. After that the elders and the deacons are 
ordained by the session of the local church. This 
we hold to be the Presbyterian form of government 
derived from the Scriptures. 


However, we want to go as far as the Scriptures 
go and stop where they stop. Paul in Romans 16: 1, 
says: “I commend unto you Phebe, our sister, who 
is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: 
That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, 
and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she 
hath need of you; for she hath been a succourer of 
many and of myself also.” 


Here the word translated servant is the word 
diakanon in the Greek and should be translated 
deaconess. 


So our Book of Church Order says: Chapter 
XI, Paragraph 50, “It is often expedient that the 
Session of a church should select and appoint godly 
women of the congregation to assist the deacons in 
ministering to the sick, to widows, to orphans, to 
prisoners, and to others who may be in any distress 
or need. They may also aid the deacons in collect- 
ing and distributing the offerings of the people.” 


This is an expediency that is not contrary to 
the word of God. You will notice that these godly 
women are to be selected and appointed by the 
session, and not elected by the people and ordained 
by the session. 
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Some of our foreign missionaries are ordained as 
evangelists, some are ordained elders or deacons in 
the local church, some are doctors, some nurses, or 
teachers; Some go as agricultural experts, or house 
builders. Some are men and some are women, but 
all of them are appointed to their tasks by the 
proper authorities in the church. But these appointed 
servants of the church are very different from the 
elders and deacons in the local church. 


Let us follow the word of God and use the 
form of government He has laid down in His 


Word. Let us not try “to improve on God’s plan.” 
—jJ. E. F. 


Baptism in the New Testament, O. Cullman, Lon- 
don, 1950, pp. 84. 


This little treatise gives some of the best current 
research on the question of infant baptism in its 
relation to baptism in general, to proselyte bap- 
tism, to I Cor 7:14, to cases in which parents or 
friends came in faith and prayer to our Lord for 
their loved ones, in relation to the covenant and 
circumcision. 


But more than that this is a careful study of 
the Christian doctrine of baptism. While some 
treatises relate baptism largely to the covenant and 
others more to the work of the Holy Spirit, 
this considers the initiatory sacrament primarily 


in relation to Christ—that is, “our engrafting into 
Christ.”” The foundation of baptism is the death 
and resurrection of Christ, in which He acted 
for us before and independent of our actions. In 
the act of baptism “it is Christ that operates while 
the person baptised is the passive object of His 
deed.”” Baptism must take place in the atmosphere 
of faith. The reviewer likes to have the congre- 
gation stand and repeat the Apostles’ Creed as a 
part of this sacramental service. In the case of 
adults, preparatory faith is an indication of God’s 
choice of the candidate to be incorporated into His 
Church, even as birth of Christian parents is a 
similar indication of God’s purpose. In both cases 
baptism calls for subsequent faith. (cf. Institutes. 
IV: XVI. 20). Cullman’s statement that “pos- 
session of Christian parentage is indeed no guaran- 
tee of later faith, though indeed it is a divine indi- 
cation of it” (p.51) is about the view taught by Dr. 
Thornwell on this point. 


On the basis of the general baptism of Christ 
procured by His death and resurrection, God by 
His sovereign act of grace permits the person 
baptised to take part in that once-for-all event, as 
a call and obligation to faith in response to this 
grace, and as a seal of the covenant in place of 
circumcision, consequently infant baptism is con- 
gruous with the general doctrine of baptism.. 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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ange Commentary 


on the 


By The Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


NE of the major decisions that a minister 
() has to make is the choice of Commentaries. 
A good theological professor insists that 
they “form the foundation of the Biblical preacher's 
library.” It is a well-known fact that our best minis- 
ters form the habit of reading their text in the 
original language, and then consult a reliable Com- 
mentary or two before they proceed to prepare their 
sermon. 


Opinions differ widely concerning the merits of 


various Commentaries. It is safe to say, however, 


that among all the Commentaries which have been 
in use during the past and present generations, no 
set has been loved more than the one by Peter 
John Lange, edited by Philip Schaff, in twenty- 
four volumes. Charles Haddon Spurgeon said of 
this set, “For homiletical purposes, these volumes 
are so many hills of gold. We have nothing to equal 
these volumes . . . a treasury to the preacher.” 


We are happy to announce that the Zondervan 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., has 
recently reprinted this classic work. They are sold 
at the price of $3.95 per volume, with the exception 
of Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel-Daniel, which are $4.95 


per volume. 


HE Germans have a reputation for thorough- 

ness, and Lange exhibited Germanic thorough- 
ness in the production of this classic Commentary. 
First of all, there are brief comments on the original, 
under the heading, “Textual and Grammatical.” 
To this are added the sections entitled, “Exegetical 
and Critical,” and ‘Homiletical and Practical.” 
For nearly a century, this work has been leading 
the diligent student to a deeper appreciation of 
God’s revelation to sinful men. 


The Commentary on Genesis exhibits a vast 
amount of labor, and will merit the respectful at- 
tention of Biblical scholars. The great problems 
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criptures 


which the interpretation of Genesis involves are dis- 
cussed in a courageous and honest spirit. Dr. Philip 
Scaff wrote of it, “I venture to assert that no single 
Commentary on this book presents so much original 
thought and research as the combined labors of 
the author and the translators of this volume.” 


Lange acknowledges Genesis, as well as other 
portions of the Bible, as truth, and revealed faith, 
and therefore cannot contain any myths. He accepts 
Genesis with all its historical statements, and 
argues that these statements resemble myths as the 
watermelon resembles the gourd, or the parsley the 
hemlock, and then adds, “But no one need be de- 
ceived by the most striking resemblances. . . . It 
is inconceivable that the Old Testament should 
have carried out its antagonistic opposition to the 
subject matter of heathenism by using the specific 
form of heathenism, that is by the use of myths. . . 
The myth as such has no historical efficiency or re- 
sults. It is a form of a passive, lifeless religion. 
Religion, having life in activity, must have a form 
suited to its inward nature.” 


T will be of interest to our readers to note the 
following important critical positions held in 
this Commentary. The unity of Genesis is main- 
tained. The Mosaic authenticity of the Pentateuch 
is affirmed. The authentic historical character of 
the historical books following the Pentateuch, the 
age of Job (also as to its historical basis), the limits 
as to the time of the collection of the Psalms, the 
authenticity of the writings of Solomon (and the 
import of the Song, in particular), the integral re- 
lation between the first and second parts of Isaiah 
(Chapters 40-56), between the Hebrew text of 
Jeremiah and the text of the Septuagint, between 
the book of Daniel and Daniel himself, the import 
of the book of Jonah, and finally the relation of 
the first part of Zechariah to the second (Chapters 
9-14), are all ably defended with sound scholar- 
ship. 

Lange recognizes the interchange between reve- 
lation and redemption. He writes, “As the eternal 
living Spirit, God communicates Himself, His life, 
when He communicates the living knowledge of 


Himself. Man as a spir#tual being, allied to God, 
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cannot know God without receiving into himself 
the divine life. But as man is sinful, he is blinded 
as to his intelligence to the same extent that he 
is perverted and enslaved in his will. Hence, there 
cannot be a revelation of salvation to him without 
redemption, nor redemption without revelation. It 
follows also that the introduction of this revelation 
must be very gradual. With a spiritual eye, the 
heart must be purified; with the heart, the eye. 
Revelation is the ideal redemption; Redemption 
the actual revelation. In this interchange between 
revelation and redemption in general, revelation 
precedes redemption, but at the same time it must, 
through its preliminary redemption, prepare the 
way for every new stage in its development.” 


HE objective form of revelation is described 

by the author as the Theophany as it rises from 
the form of the ideal, dynamic theophanies to the 
grand real Theophany of God in Christ. It mani- 
fests itself in the elements of human faith, strength- 
ened to open vision or sight. On this point he re- 
marks, “Its first form is the miraculous report, the 
divine voice, the Word, whose dull echo—the Bath 
Kol—meets us only in the region of the apocrypha. 
Its second more developed form is in_ the 
miraculous vision. In a narrower sense, angelic ap- 
pearances as an ideal dynamic Christophany, sur- 
rounded and even represented by wider encircling 
angelophanies and symbolical signs. Its third and 
perfect form is the incarnation of God in Christ. 
Its effect throughout is prophecy; and miracle of 


prophecy.” 


It is pointed out by the author that the Old 
Testament as the word of God is exalted through 
the New Testament to be a constituent part of the 
eternal revelation as it furnishes the foundation, 
introduction, and illustration of the New Testa- 
ment. As the Gospel itself is a provision or law 
for the unbeliever, so the Old Testament law was 
a provision or law for the believer. 


The relation of the Old Testament to the New 
Testament is treated with great insight. On this 
point we are told, “The development of Biblical 
doctrine is ever in the direction of an onward prog- 
ress; and unfolding from the germ of a growing 
spirituality, of a rejection of temporary forms, but 
never the form of a progress and growth through 
opposition, A!! the antitheses of sacred Scripture, 
even that between the Old and New Testaments, 
are harmonious, not antagonistic or contradictory 
oppositions.” 


N the section dealing with the New Testament, 
we are continually reminded of the importance 

of recognizing the intrinsic unity of the New Testa- 
ment. The author remarks, “It is this grand unity 
of character, of history, of doctrine, and a spirit 
which gives to the Gospel a common designation. . . 
To doubt this essential unity is to lose to the same 
extent the capacity for the churchly appreciation, 


and even the Christian understanding of the Gos- 
pels.” 


The writings of Paul are said to extend over 
every department of life. Thus they are divided 
into five categories. (1) Eschatological Epistles: the 
two Epistles to the Thessalonians, which treat of 
the doctrines of the last things. (2) Ecclesiastic 
Epistles: the two Epistles to the Corinthians, which 
treat of the organization and discipline of the 
church. (3) Soteriological Epistles: the Epistle to 
the Galatians, which treats of the doctrine of re- 
demption, presenting the righteousness by faith in 
contrast with the spurious righteousness by works; 
while the Epistle to the Romans exhibits the same 
righteousness in its nature and effects, in opposition 
to sin and its consequences. (4) Christological 
Epistles: the Epistle to the Philippians which shows 
the exaltation of Christ in and by His humiliation, 
forms the transition between the previous Epistles 
to the Colossians and the Ephesians. The Epistle 
to the Colossians commences by presenting the 
eternal and inherent glory which Christ possessed 
before all time, and then presents Him as the sole 
object of our faith; while the Epistle to the 
Ephesians commences with the final glory of Christ 
at the termination of all time, and presents Him as 
the only goal of the church, and His forming the 
grand bond of unity. (5) Pastoral Epistles: among 
which we include, besides the two Epistles to 
Timothy and that to Titus, the Epistle to Philemon. 


It will be of great interest to note that this dis- 
tinguished German scholar accepts the authenticity 
of II Peter. Standing upon the solid ground of 
internal evidence, he writes, “It is impossible to 
enter into the stream of truth and power and 
apostolical majesty which we encounter at the 
opening of this Epistle without gaining the firm 
conviction that here speaks not an unknown person- 
age of the second Century who falsely allocates to 
himself the title of an apostle in the name of the 
Prince of the Apostles, but that it is he himself, as 
he testifies in the introduction to the Epistle.” 


HIS commentator deals sanely with the pro- 

phetic portion of the New Testament. The 
book of Revelation is said to contain a prophetic 
description of the second advent of the Lord and 
of the manifestation of His new creation and of 
the transformation of the world, which is to be 
brought about by a great series of triumphs and 
conflicts of Christ over Anti-Christ and over the 
world. The description of this new work of. Cre- 
ation opens with the Sabbath of redemption (hence 
the prophet has his vision on the Lord’s day), the 
sacred number seven, seven times repeated—the 
seven churches, the seven seals, the seven trumpets, 
the seven thunders, the seven vials and the seven 
heads of Anti-Christ. At the close, we have the 


_ manifestation of the seven spirits of God—who 


throughout have guided the struggle (Chapter 1)— 
in the appearance of Christ in the transformation 
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of the world; a new Genesis by which the Bible at 
its conclusion points back toward its commencement, 
showing how final and perfect fulfillment had now 
been attained. 


At all times the writers have practical objectives 
in mind. Homiletical suggestions are designed to 
meet present requirements of the church. The 
salient ideas here are addressed to a congregation 
and not to students. Hence, they are clear, pointed 
and practical—avoiding obscurity, confusion and 
abstract propositions. Preachers and Sunday School 
teachers who would use these volumes will find 
them edifying. Each one is set forth to build up 
the living temple of God with living stones. Each 
Commentary seeks to promote spiritual communion, 
and thereby to quicken Christians. 


HE theology set forth by Dr. Lange in this 
Commentary is essentially Biblical and Evan- 
gelical. It is positive without being harsh and re- 
pulsive. Lange refuses to compromise with German 
rationalism and scepticism, and makes no con- 


cessions to the modern attacks on the integrity of the 
Word of God. His view point is not strictly that 
of the old Lutheran or the old Calvinistic Con- 
fessions, it rather aims to unite the two elements of 
this firm historical basis to promote unity and 
the Reformed and Lutheran Confessions, and on 
harmony among both branches of the Protestant 
church. 


In commending this exceedingly able and stimu- 
lating work, we do not endorse all positions held 
by Dr. Lange and his associates. Nevertheless, the 
genius, learning, and piety found in these volumes 
will command the respect of all honest students 
of God’s redemptive revelation. Not the least value 
in this Commentary is its freshness, vigor, and 
fascination of style. It is small wonder that there 
is a new demand for this proven Commentary 
which has become such a rich storehouse for theo- 
logical students. We predict that it will continue 
to grow in favor, and that the valuable findings of 
Lange’s exegetical labors will be increasingly ap- 
preciated, 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 30 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Luke - Physician and FAtstorian 


Scripture: Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-2; 16: 
6-10; 27:27; 28:1-10; Colossians 4:14; II 
Timothy 4:11. Devotional Reading: Luke 
4:33-41. 


In Exodus 15:26 God says, “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” The water at Marah was bitter so that 
the Israelites could not drink it. The people, as usual, murmured, and God showed Moses a tree which 
when he had cast some of it into the waters they were made sweet. God has put many herbs and trees and chemi- 
cals in the earth which are used to heal diseases. The Cinchona Calisaya, from which quinine is made, is 
one example. He has not only put healing medicines in the world, but he has given men the wisdom and 


skill to find and use these medicines. In heathen 
countries there have been “medicine men” who 
are frauds, but this does not invalidate the fine 
work of real doctors. A Christian physician who 
uses the knowledge he has acquired, and depends 
upon God, and prays, is one of the greatest bless- 
ings which can be given men. 


Personally, I have known many splendid Chris- 
tian doctors. I remember very distinctly a very 
striking illustration. The child of one of our 
deacons was desperately ill. The grandfather was 
an elder in our church, as also the doctor. The 
four of us were in a car going to the home of the 
deacon, As we approached the house the physician 
asked us to stop the car while the four of us 
prayed. This is only one of many such experiences. 
In Korea, before operating we would stand around 
the operating table while we prayed. In our own 
home we had a direct answer to prayer on the 
part of the doctor in guiding him, and the prayers 
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of others for the healing of one of our children. 
God is still the God that heals. 


Luke, beloved physician, must have meant much 
to Paul, not only as a doctor, for Paul seems to 
have been frail physically, but also as a most valu- 
able friend and helper. 


In our Devotional Reading we have Luke, the 
physician, describing the work of a much Greater 
Physician, as He healed all manner of sickness 
and all manner of diseases. There is not very much 
said about Luke as a physician but I wish to 
gather it together. 


I. Luke, the Beloved Physician: 
Colossians 4:14 


From Acts 16:6-10 we learn that Luke joined 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy at Troas. Paul had tried 
to go up into Asia proper but the Holy Spirit had 
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not allowed him to go there. He came to Troas 
and there heard the voice of the man of Macedonia, 
saying, Come over into Macedonia and help us. 
Notice the transition in the use of the pronouns: 
in verse eight, “they” is used, while in verse ten 
is is “we,” showing that Lule had now joined 


the party. 


In the account of the shipwreck in chapter 27 
there is again the use of this “we,” “as we were 
driven up and down.” What a comfort to Paul 
to have his doctor with him on this voyage! 


In chapter 28:1-10 the pronoun used is “us.” 
“The barbarians showed us no little kindness”: 
“who also honored us with many honors.” 


In II Timothy chapter 4 Paul is writing his own 
‘funeral sermon.” “For I am ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand” (see 
verses 6, 7, 8). He adds some personal notes and 
messages; one showing the desertion of a so-called 
friend, and the faithfulness of another: “‘Demas 
hath forsaken me” “only Luke is with me.” Luke 
was a loyal friend and helper as well as physician. 


Luke, the beloved physician, is the forerunner 
of many other “beloved” physicians, medical mis- 
sionaries and family doctors, who have gotten close 
to the hearts of us all, and have done splendid work 
for Christ and His Kingdom. The history of Mis- 
sions and the history of our country are both full 
of the names of these heroic and faithful men and 
women. 


II. Luke, The 


Trustworthy Historian 


Some historians are not trustworthy. Sometimes 
this is due to insufficient or inaccurate knowledge. 
The sources of their information may be faulty, or 
they may not take the time and effort to search 
out the truth. Often, however, we find that his- 
torians, like most people, are prejudiced and biased. 
After the War between the States in our country, 
it was impossible to get a true history of that War. 
If the writer was a Southern man, his views were 
naturally colored in favor of the South, and if he 
was from the North, then he would write an en- 
tirely different story. History and biography are 
valuable forms of literature, but both are likely 
to be highly one-sided, and for that reason, lose 
much of their value. For instance, there have been 
about a dozen biographies of one of our late presi- 
dents, and as you read them you wonder if the 
writers are talking about the same man. 


Two great facts make Luke a trustworthy histor- 
ian. First, he was diligent in his research work, 
making a most careful study of the sources. (See 
his introduction to the Gospel and Acts). 


Second, he was inspired of God. This, in itself, 
would have kept him free from error. His inspir- 


ation by the Holy Spirit did not conflict with his 


10 


use of all truthful sources of information: he was 
guided by the Spirit in this. 


The “critics” have tried very hard to discredit 
Luke, but the more they investigate, the clearer 
is the evidence that Luke was right and their 
“theories”, as usual wrong. 


1. The Gospel of Luke. 


Luke wrote two “treatises” the Gospel of Luke 
and the Acts. By permission, I wish to quote from 
The New Analytical Bible, published by the John 
A. Dickson Publishing Company, Chicago, which 
I use a great deal. 


“According to Eusebius and Jerome, Luke was 
a native of Antioch in Syria, and was therefore 
the only Gentile writer of the Scriptures. He was 
a man of education, a Greek of Grecian culture. 
He was a physician, a profession that in his day was 
almost entirely in the hands of the Greeks. He was 
Paul’s companion from Troas to Philippi on the 
second missionary journey (Acts 16:10-17), where 
he probably remained for some time, but again be- 
came his companion and continued with him to the 
close of the narrative which was about 58 to 63 
A. D. in II Timothy 4:1 Paul mentions that Luke 
is with him, which was during his second imprison- 
ment in Rome. We know nothing of Luke’s later 
life. We can understand how he, the physician, 
would give such prominence to the healing nature 
of Christ’s redeeming work. . . . What is of great 
importance is the fact that Luke was closely associ- 
ated with the Apostle Paul, the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. To him he was ‘the beloved physician’, 
was the companion and fellow-laborer of the great- 
est of the apostles, came under his influence and, 
no doubt, was greatly aided by him in his work. 
Origen, who flourished in the first half of the third 
century, declares that this gospel was written for 
the sake of the Greeks who had espoused the Chris- 
tian faith. Gregory, bishop of Constantinople, in 
the fourth century, states that ‘Luke,’ the com- 


panion of Paul, wrote in Greece,’ and also ‘for the 
Greeks.’ ”’ 


2. The Book of Acts. 


This book is addressed to the same person as the 
gospel, Theophilus, and is a continuation of the 
gospel. In the gospel, Luke tells what Jesus began to 
do and teach while here on the earth in person, and 
in Acts he tells what the Great Head of the Church 
continued to do through the Holy Spirit Whom 
He liad promised to send. It is called The Acts of 
the Apostles, or simply Acts. It might be well 
called The Acts of the Holy Spirit, so prominent 
is His power and giudance in all the life of the 
early church. 


This book can easily be outlined by verse 8 of 
chapter one: (1) Ye shall receive power, and (2) 
Ye shall be witnesses unto Me in Jerusalem, and 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 
| 
| 


in Judea, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 


We have the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost, and then the spread of the Gos- 
pel until it reaches Rome, the center of the world 
at that time. In the first part the chief characters 
are Peter, John, James, Philip, and Stephen, as 
they preached in the city of Jerusalem, then in 
Samaria, then to the Gentiles, as Peter was sent to 
Cornelius. 


The latter part of the book is taken up largely 
with the work of Saul of Tarsus, converted on the 
road to Damascus, and going out on his three 
missionary journeys. He took the Gospel first to 
Asia Minor, then to Greece, and finally to Rome. 
After two years of rather mild imprisonment, 
being allowed to live in his own hired house and 
to preach to all who wished to hear him, he was 
released, went to Spain, then was arrested again 


and beheaded by Nero. 


Enroll Now For 
FALL SESSION COLLEGE er PREPARA- 
TORY DEPARTMENT. SUMMER SCHOOL 


COLLEGE or PREPARATORY DEPART- 
MENT. Educational Excellence. Christian Em- 
phasis. Write for Catalog. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
BOX B-W — MAXTON, N. C. 


TUNE IN 


“CHRIST Dae 
SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
IN FIVE SYNODS 
Speakers For March 16 


Synod Speaker 
North Carolina _......... Rev. Denver S. Blevens 
Rev. John E. Richards 
Louisiana ......... _--ee Rev. Hiram L. Reeves 
Rev. Samuel Stanworth 


Appalachia ...................... Rev. M. O. Sommers 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 30 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


God’s Plan 


The great plan of God as set forth in the 
Bible is His plan for the redemption of sinners. 
Prior even to the work of creation is this plan 
for redeeming those creatures of His hand, who, 
in violating His revealed will came under the 
wrath and condemnation of God. Let us examine 
the plan for a moment te discover its origin and 
its object. 


Its Origin 

Paul’s note of praise in the first chapter of 
Ephesians gives us insight into the origin of the 
plan of God: “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
according as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will.” 


God, before the foundation of the world, know- 
ing of man’s need, planned the work of redempt- 
ion. It originated in the heart of God. Back of all 
that God planned for the creatures fashioned in 
His image was His love, an everlasting love, which 
has been commended unto “us in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 


There are those who would have us believe 
that God experimented along the way, and when 
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His experiments failed, as a last desperate measure, 
He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
not true. From the beginning the Lord Jesus 
Christ was in the center of God’s plan. In type 
and symbol, in the preaching of the prophets, in 
the law and the tabernacle there was one message, 
and this message was Jesus Christ, and Him cruci- 
fied. When Christ unfolded the Scriptures to His 
disciples, He began with Moses and went through 
the prophets teaching them all things concerning 
Himself; how He came to suffer, die, and to rise 
again. Christ was not God’s last resort, but God’s 
first and last intent! Peter in speaking of Him whose 
blood was shed for remission of sin, speaks of 
Him as the Lamb “who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was mani- 
fest in these last times for you.” This Word, the 
Word which was in the beginning with God, and 
indeed was God, “became flesh and dwelt among 
us,” revealing to us the God of redemption and 
the redemption of God as planned before the 
foundation of the world! 

God had a plan, and the plan was for the re- 
demption of guilty sinners through the death of 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He by the grace 
of God tasted death for the redemption of the 
transgressions of those who were without — 
that He might reconcile them unto God by the 
blood of His cross. 


1 


I ts Object 


The plan was forever in the heart of God, but 
who is included in it? Jesus, in His high priestly 
prayer prayed thus: “I pray not for the world, 
but for them which thou hast given me.” He had 
said before, “All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out .... And this is the Father’s 
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing.” And then again, 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life.” 
Paul puts it thus in second Timothy, “Nevertheless, 
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal; the Lord knoweth them that are his.” 


We know that all men will not be saved, even 
though it is not the will of God that any should 
perish. Though the sacrifice of Christ was suf- 
ficient to save the world, it is efficient only for 
them that believe; for them that were chosen in 


Him before the foundation of the world. The 
Bible speaks of these as the “elect.” Why did 
God choose some, and pass over others? The Bible 
does not say. It simply says “according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself.” It 
speaks of believers as those who “have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will.” “Moreover whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom 
he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.” 


The object of God’s plan is to provide re- 
demption for the elect. To enter into this plan we 
make our calling and election sure by receiving 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal saviour; 
by believing on Him who loved us and gave Him- 
self for us. “And this is the will of him that sent 
me,” Jesus Said, “that everyone which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting 
life: and I will raise him up at the last day.” 


CHURCH NEWS 


P. D. Miller To Serve As 
Co-Chairman With Farnsworth 


Dr. P. D. Miller, pastor, Druid Hills Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, Ga., has been named to 
serve as co-chairman, with R. A. Farnsworth, 
Houston, Tex., of a $1,500,000 campaign for ex- 
panding Negro work in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 


Mr. Farnsworth was named by representives 
of the Stillman College Board, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
and the Board of Church Extension’s sub-com- 
mittee on Negro Work, Atlanta, at a meeting in 
November. Dr. Miller will serve with him in the 
campaign which is to be conducted during the 


church year 1953. 


Dr. Miller and Mr. Farnsworth, a successful 
Houston contractor, have had occasion to work 
together before. They served consecutive terms as 
Moderator of the Synod of Texas in 1946 and 
1947. They also worked together in raising the 
money to purchase Mo-Ranch, Texas Synod’s con- 
ference grounds. Dr. Miller was pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, San Antonio, from 
1941 to 1948. Long interested in the field of home 
missions, he served as educational secretary of the 
Executive Committee on Home Missions from 


1929 to 1935. 


According to Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Executive 
Secretary, Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, 
the money from the campaign will be divided be- 
tween the Board’s Division of Negro Work and 


Stillman College. The campaign was approved by 
the 1951 General Assembly. The Division will 
use its share in expanding its work in the church’s 
16-state area. 


The money for Stillman College is to erect 
needed buildings, expand the school’s curriculum 
and faculty, and increase the endowment. Last 
year Stillman graduated its first students as a four- 
year approved college. It is the Church’s only 
Assembly-supported school for Negroes. 


Stressing the need for expanding the number 
of churches and ministers among the Church’s 
Negro members, Dr. Broyles cited results of a re- 
cent survey made by his Board in Miami, Fla. 
In one area there the survey showed 1,000 Negro 
families and no Protestant church. There is an 
ideal location and the church can be built as soon 
as money and a minister are available. Such oppor- 
tunities exist all over the South, Dr. Broyles said. 


Part of the money for the Division of Negro 
Work is to be used for the building of Negro 
churches. Another part will be used to supplement 
salaries of Negro ministers. Low salaries and lack 
of educational facilities have kept many men from 
entering the ministry, Broyles said. 


“This campaign is being conducted with these 
needs in mind,” Broyles said. “Stillman College will 
offer a high standard of undergraduate work, and 
the Church’s four seminaries are all now open 
to Negro graduate students. We hope the salary 
supplement will alleviate the financial barriers.” 


—P. N. S. 
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Dr. Johnson Concludes 
Supply Work At Jackson; 
Dr. Miller To Be Installed 


Rev. Albert Sidney Johnson, D.D., former pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
N. C., has concluded his year’s services as stated 
supply of the First Presbyterian Church of Jack- 
son, Miss. 


While in Jackson, Dr. Johnson’s powerful and 
deeply spiritual sermons were a blessing to the 
entire congregation, and the attendance from Sun- 
day to Sunday was the largest in the history of 
that church. Although the sanctuary of the beauti- 
ful new church building seats 1,035 persons, on 
some occasions it was necessary to place folding 
chairs in the aisles to accommodate the crowd. 


The prayer meeting held Wednesday night, 
February 27, in the church sanctuary, was Dr. 
Johnson’s concluding service and approximately 500 
persons were present. Immediately after the ser- 
vice a reception was held, honoring Dr. and Mrs. 
Johnson, and the congregation surprised the John- 
sons with a generous honorarium as a parting gift. 


Dr. and Mrs. Johnson are now making their 
permanent home at 648 Park Avenue, Montgomery, 
Ala. 


In the latter part of March 1952, Rev. John 
Reed Miller, D.D., will be installed as the new 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Jack- 
son, 


World Missions Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1960, to Mar. 1, 1961 ....... $ 889,871.49 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Mar. 1, 1952 .......... 1,019,652.96 
$ 129,781.47 
Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1950, to Mar. 1, 1951 .......... $ 218,313.63 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Mar. 1, 1952 .......... 272,534.82 
$ 64,221.19 


Announcement is made by Dr. David L. Stitt, 
President, and the Board of Trustees of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, of the ap- 
pointment of the Reverend James A. Millard, Jr., 
Th. D., as Professor of Practical Theology and 
Director of Field Work. Dr. Millard has ex- 
pressed his desire to accept the call, and plans to 
begin work on April 1. He will spend a month 
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studying field work procedures in several semi- 
naries before coming to Austin to assume his teach- 
ing duties. 


Dr. Millard has been pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Hot Springs, Ark., since May, 1947, 
and has served the Prytania Street Church, New 
Orleans, La., and the Emporia-Lawrenceville group 
of churches in Virginia. 


A graduate of Union Theological Seminary, he 
received the Charles D. Larus Fellowship. In 1944 
he was awarded the Doctor of Theology degree by 
Union Seminary, majoring in Church history and 
polity. A portion of this work was prepared for 
the General Assembly as its current “Digest.” 


The new professor is a member of the General 
Assembly’s Judicial Committee, and the Assembly’s 


Commission on the Minister and His Work. 


His wife, the former, Mary Sunshine Hooper, 
and their three daughters, Eleanor Hooper, Pamela 
Anne, and Lora O’Cain, will move to Austin the 
latter part of April. 


James A. Millard, Jr. 
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Kim Receives Honorary Degree 
From Austin College 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—On February 28 at 
a special convocation, Hyung Mo Kim_ was 
awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity 
by the board of trustees and faculty of Austin Col- 
lege, Sherman, Tex. 


Dr. Kim, who is the principal of Maison High 
School in Soonchun, Korea, came to this country 
in the summer of 1949 to study under one of the 
scholarships provided by the Board of World Mis- 
sions. Dr. Kim received his Th.M. from Columbia 
Seminary and did special graduate work at Union 
Seminary in Richmond. He spent a part of his 
time in this country doing translation work for 
J. Curtin Crane, Korea missionary who is preparing 
a Digest of Theology for use in that country. 


Dr. Kim went from Sherman to San Francisco 
where he is awaiting passage back to Korea. In 
Korea he will again take up his work at the Maison 
School in Soonchun. 


C.T.S. Choir Tours 


South Carolina 


Columbia Theological Seminary’s Choir has 
been on tour of the Synod of South Carolina, 
singing in ten Churches and in schools and insti- 
tutions throughout the area and presenting the life 
and work of the Seminary during the ten-day 
period, March 15-24. 


The choir of thirty voices is composed of Semi- 
nary students and is under the direction of the 
Rev. Hubert Vance Taylor, professor at the Semi- 
nary and assistant pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of Atlanta. 


The program consists chiefly of sacred music. 
Members of the choir conduct the services, and in 
each service three five-minute talks will be pre- 
sented by different students on the subjects, “My 
Call to the Gospel Ministry,” “My Call to the 
Foreign Mission Field,” and “What Goes on at 
a Theological Seminary.” Object of the tour is to 
present the life and work of the Seminary, and to 
challenge young people throughout the Church 
to consider the call to the ministry. 


On tour of South Carolina, the choir will be 
in Spartanburg, Rock Hill, Gastonia, N. C., Flor- 
ence, Columbia, Sumter, Kingstree, Charleston, 


and Savannah, Ga. 
W orld Missions 
News Notes 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—Miss Iona Smith, 
R. N. returned to Mexico February | after her 
regular furlough in this country. 
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Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Cleveland and Rev. J. K. 
Hobson sailed from New York for the Belgian 
Congo February 25. They have been in this country 
on furlough. 


Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Boyce of our Mexico Mis- 
sion announce the birth of a son, William Erskine, 
on February 25 in Mexico City. The Boyces two 
oldest children, who have been hospitalized as a 
result of polio attacks, are reported to be making 
satisfactory progress in their recovery. 


WOMEN’S WORK 


Results Of The Project 


When the Business Women’s Circle of the 
Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga., de- 
cided to present each school in the city of Decatur 
and in DeKalb County a large copy of The Ten 
Commandments suitable for the wall, I thought 
it a splendid idea. 


It was my privilege to carry one to my school and 
I -was delighted. But when I showed it to my 
principal and he unenthusiastically asked me what 
I proposed be done with it, I realized that he 
thought we had a “white elephant” on our hands. 
(There is a ruling in some of the new schools that 
nothing be tacked or nailed on the new wall!) So 
the large canvas bearing the inspired commandments 
was rolled up and stored in my locker. 


Investigations concerning the framing of it, so it 
could be hung from a molding, proved discouraging. 
The very cheapest estimate for frame with glass was 
prohibitive, since there seemed no way to make 
the money for it at that time. 


We talked it over in our classroom and decided 
to pray for a way to be provided, that it might be 
a blessing to our school. Less than a week later, the 
principal came in one morning and said, ‘““Where 
is the copy of The Ten Commandments your 
church circle gave us? The P.T.A. wants to 
finance the framing of it.” Just like that! The 
children were as happy as I. 


It is now hanging in a splendid space in our 
Cafetorium (cafeteria and auditorium combined), 
where every child sees it every day. 


And now for a more wonderful story: A mother 
(a member of the P.T.A. who had, at first, 
thought the expenditure of hard earned P.T.A. 
funds for framing this copy an extravagant ges- 
ture), came to me one day and told me of a 
precious experience and demonstration of its use- 
fulness. 


It seems that her little boy, a fourth grade pupil, 
had found a fountain pen. He had wanted one 
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very much and no one knew that he had found it. 
Later, a school monitor came in and asked if any- 
one had found a fountain pen. The little man 
said nothing; he reasoned that so long as no one 
knew that he had found it and that since he was 
not actually telling a falsehood that he bore no 
guilt. Then when he came into the cafeteria for 
lunch, it so happened that he faced the command- 
ments on the wall. 


He told his mother when he got home that 
afternoon that he couldn’t eat his lunch. That 
mother-love and mother-instinct sensed something 
wrong. Wisely she fed her son and bided her time; 
finally she was rewarded. “Mother,” he sobbed, 
“T couldn’t see a thing on that wall but “THou 
SHALL Nor STEAL.’ How can I get the pen to its 
owner without everyone thinking I’m a thief?” 


It was a superb moment for that mother. It was 
a superb moment for me when she told it. I 
shan’t betray that confidence, but isn’t it a superb 
moment for you, just hearing about it? 


Three Church-Wide Emphases 
January To March 


The 1951 General Assembly designated March 
26—April 13 as a period for special evangelistic 
effort in every church. 


The Council of Evangelism calls upon the 
total Church membership to make the first three 
months of 1952 a period of preparation leading up 
to the pre-Easter Evangelistic Season. A three-fold 
emphasis for the enrichment of us all is suggested: 


1. Regular Church attendance 
2. Daily Bible Reading 
3. Special neighborhood prayer services 


All women are urged to share in these three 
emphases and attend Church each Sunday January 
through Easter; read God’s Word every day— 
reading from a selected book of the Bible, following 
the daily reading of the International Sunday 
School Lessons, using DAY BY DAY or any other 
plan for regular reading; and share in the weekly 
prayer services. 


Mothers are encouraged to plan with fathers for 
leading the family to benefit by these emphases 
that there be enrichment to the end that we as a 
church be prepared to witness to others of Christ. 


Presidents and Chairmen of Spiritual Growth 
are asked to work with pastors in helping to set 
up any special prayer groups for this period which 
he might wish to have meet in the homes of the 
Church community, and to seek to enlist the 
women in these three emphases. 


The whole Church is urged to pray personally, 
as families, and in groups throughout this season 
that God may find us prepared for a mighty work- 
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ing of His Holy Spirit in our midst convicting and 
converting many to Christ in the special Pre-Eas- 
ter evangelistic period. 


Two Women Kept Oldest 
Church Of Texas Alone 


Because two women members once defied a 
dissolution order, the oldest Presbyterian Church 
in Texas celebrated its 113th birthday. 


During the early days of the San Augustine 
church, the struggle for survival became bitter and 
the membership dropped to three persons—J. D. 
Sharp, his wife, Martha, and her sister, Mrs. Polly 
Nicholson. The Presbytery issued the dissolution 
order to Sharp, who was serving as elder, but the 
women announced they would not abide by it. 
A two-thirds majority could block such a move, 
they said, and they held that majority. 


Today the San Augustine Presbyterian Church 
has a membership of 134—100 residents and 34 
non-resident. The church building was erected in 
1887, and members are planning to have a new 
home eventually. The Rev. J. L..Spencer was 
pastor until recently. 


Present construction efforts, however, are con- 
centrated on Fellowship Hall, which will be used 
as a community and recreation center. Plans in- 
clude a kitchen and a portable stage. 


Church members are supplying much of the 
labor as well as the money for the new center and 
when completed, it will have a value of approxi- 


mately $12,500. 
From THE Brazos PRESBYTERIAN. 


Suggestion! Does the public library in your 
city receive a copy of THE JouRNAL? How 
about your church library? YMCA? YWCA? 
Investigate now. If these, or any other worthy 
institutions, such as hospitals (reading 
rooms), are not receiving a copy, there could 
be no finer gift that you could make than to 
give a JOURNAL subscription. 


